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JAPAN’S SUBMERSIBLE [-400 AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

n many ways HITMS I-400 was decades ahead of her time. She was the world’s largest

submarine with a length of 400-ft and a surface displacement of 3.530 tons. Above her main

deck rose a 115-ft. long, 12-ft diameter, hangar housing three torpedo-bombers. These float
planes were rolled out through a massive hydraulic _____
door onto an 85-ft pneumatic catapult, where they : |
were rigged for flight, fueled, armed, launched, ' il
and after landing alongside, lifted back aboard
with a powerful hydraulic crane. The I-400 was
equipped with a snorkel. radar, radar detectors,
and capacious fuel tanks that gave her a range of
37,500 miles: One and a half times around the
world. She was armed with eight torpedo tubes, a
5.5-in 50-cal deck gun, a bridge 25mm antiaircraft
gun. and three triple 25 mm A/A mounts atop her
hangar. The advent of guided missiles and atomic
bombs transformed her from dinosaur to an
overspecialized undersea menacing strategic
threat.

1




started in 1943 at the Kure, Hiroshima arsenal. Within a year the plan was scaled back to five,
and four (I-400, I-401, I-14 and I-13) were completed.

The 1-400's had
aircraft storage and
catapult for three M6A1
Seiran (Storm from a
Clear Sky) torpedo-
bombers.

These specially-
designed float planes had
a length of 35-ft, a
wingspread of 40-ft, a
range of 654 miles, and a
munitions payload of

il 1800-1b. Additional fuel

i s : = | and bombs could be
carried by jettisoning the
tloats on one-way missions where the pilots and planes were to be expended.. The sleek Seiran
bombers, built by Aichi
Kokuki at Nagoya. were
stowed in the hangar
compartment with floats
detached and wings and
tails folded. Actually with
the stabilizers folded
down, and the top of the
vertical stabilizer folded
over the overall profile of
the aircraft was within the
diameter of its propellor.
A trained team could rig a
floatplane for launch with

T galgs” fuel and armament in as short a time as seven minutes, in fact that tlained

-

£ catapult on the deck of tlle giant submarine.

Accommodations for a crew of 145 were designed into the

| capacious twin hulls, but on most occasions was much

! higher....somewhere in the 200+ range. The reason for the high number
8 was to facilitate speedy submarine and aviation operations at sea. Even
4 though the sub could surface, the trained crew could in fact could break
" out, assemble, fuel. arm. and catapult all three aircraft.......... more men
















