HISTORICAL VALUE of a Ship

PURPOSE: Change the status of a Reserve fleet ship from ”Disposal” to “Historic Review”

Please help me find the person or group that can have this status changed.

The ship I feel must be brought into review is the T-AO105 USNS Mispillion. She is the only remaining WWII type oiler in the United States. Her historic value as a teaching device is more than any oiler that exists. The T-AOR-1 has the status of Historic Review and I feel she has nowhere near the value of T-AO105. There are no Navy Oiler Museums. Times are hard but can this ship be saved until it can be memorialized permanently?

AO’s are ships that can refuel a warship while underway. They were developed during WWII and improved mostly during the Vietnam Conflict to today’s standard AOE. Mispillion has endured this from her concept to her mooring in the reserve fleet. She was Jumboized to be capable of supporting a whole task force. The oilers moored beside her (the 143’s) were built before her jumboization for that same purpose, supporting a task force. One still has steam winches and a rear operation rig that could be transferred to Mispillion. The 143’s are being groomed to be ship reefs off the California coast. You can read oiler development history on the web in “Grey Steel and Black Oil”. 

During my endeavor to have an oiler saved for history’s sake and walking around with my oiler cap, I have been approached, thanked for my service and asked, what does “AO” mean? I say “Oiler” and the persons will come back and say, Oh!, with atomic power that is not needed anymore. I answer, Hello, how do you think carrier jets get their fuel. We know current navy goals are for a greener navy but fuel will still be needed. It will just be Bio-fuel. Oilers will be needed in the future as far as we can see. Perhaps the term oiler will disappear as in T-AKE, but the function will be there.

“Learn About Oilers”. The new teaching tool, Wikipedia, first only had a reference to the AO’s through the AOR. The tag is Replenishment oiler where the description is very misleading. On finding this, I personally wrote the description United States Navy Oiler which has been improved by Wikipedia Edit Contributors. On this page, if you click the  “View History” function, and scroll down. You will see in red, “Navyoiler”. That’s me.

Your help would be appreciated

Vern Bouwman

Navy Oiler Historian
Bothell, Washington
