$98%

$%

#



SHIP COMMANDERS

Captain
Joseph P. Swain USN
1955 - 1956

Captain
Earl T. Hydeman USN
1956 - 1957

Photo not available

Captain
A.L. Gebelin USN
1957 - 1958




Origin of the name KAWISHIWI

Qilers of the U.S.Navy are named after rivers. Kawishiwi, the
river for which this ship is named, is in the northwest corner of
the State of Minnesota.

The river itself rises in a cluster of lakes in Lake County and

flows through several small lakes and then forms two branches * KAWI S H IWI *

which join near White Iron Lake and flows North through Fall
Lake to a chain of lakes on the Ontaric line. The total length of
the river is approximately 60 miles.

The territory the river traverses is part of the Superior National

Forest and is mostly road-less. Much of the surrounding territory

has been set aside for recreational purposes and remains much

as the early French explorers, fur traders and missionaries with

an abundance of wildlife and fish. It is one of the few places in
the United States where moose can be found.

One of the many scenic treats offered to the canoeist on the
Kawishiwi are the painted rocks, done by unknown Indian
painters centuries ago.

The river is also used commercially for logging and
hydroelectric power.

Chief Petty Officers
Torbich, G sesesssnssrsgned Chief Boatswain's Mate
Gofus, J.G.Jr. .. ....Chief Quartermaster
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Bommt e e Chief Radioman

Gathright, T.E. .Chief Machinist's Mate

McKenney, T. ... .Chief Machinist's Mate
Stevenot A. ....... ....Chief Machinist's Mate
Lindstrom, O.H. . ...Chief Electrician's Mate
Bates, KR, it e Chief Boilerman

Morton, E.A. . ...Chief Matalsmith
Bloyd, D.A. ... ....Chief Storekeeper
Vo 5 A = AR —— Chief Commissaryman
Wiight, HE: :snnnnnannnnnas Chief Hospital Corpsman
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U.5.S. KAWISHIWI (AO-146) is the fourth of a new class of fleet
oilers. She is 655 feet in length with a beam of 86 feet. She
has equipment and devices specifically designed for

the rapid transfer of petroleum products and cargo to the forces
afloat operating at high speed or in bad weather. She is
equipped fo carry a cargo of 130,600 barrels of fuel oil, 48,700
barrels of aviation fuel and 8,000 barrels of diesel oil.

The defensive armament of the KAWISHIWI includes automatic
loading rapid firing guns, together with the latest type of devices
for thelr control. The latest developments in fire fighting
equipment are installed. Her speed is considerable in excess of
previous naval ships of her type.
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August 1956, CA-124 USS ROCHESTER

In East China Sea, moving into refueling station alongside the Fleet Qiler US55 Kawishiwi (ADQ-146)
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